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Comparison of Philosophical Mindset in girls and boys of 2nd
highschool level

Arash Babaei'#, Susan Raufi’, Mohammadreza Karamipour®

Abstract

This research was conducted with the aim of comparing the philosophical
mindset of male and female students in the second level of high school. In
terms of purpose, it was an applied research; in terms of data type, it was
quantitative; and in terms of implementation and data collection, it was a
causal-comparative study. The statistical population included all male and
female students in the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades of public schools in
District 5 of Tehran during the 2023-2024 academic year. The sampling was
carried out using a stratified random sampling method, and 197 female
students and 173 male students participated in the study. To measure the
philosophical mindset, Philip G. Smith’s (1956) Philosophical Mindset
Questionnaire was used, which consists of 42 items based on a five-point
Likert scale and assesses three dimensions: comprehensiveness, reflection,
and flexibility. The overall reliability of this questionnaire was calculated
using Cronbach’s alpha, which was 0.85. Due to the normality of the data,
an independent t-test and SPSS statistical software were used for data
analysis.

The results showed a significant difference between the two groups of male
and female students in terms of their philosophical mindset. This difference
was such that the average philosophical mindset score of female students
(111.37) was higher than that of male students (103). The analysis of the
dimensions of the philosophical mindset indicated that female students
performed Dbetter than male students in all aspects, particularly in the
flexibility component. These findings suggest that female students have a
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greater tendency toward deep thinking, multi-dimensional analysis of issues,
and acceptance of diverse perspectives.

Given the importance of the philosophical mindset in fostering critical
thinking and problem-solving abilities, it is recommended that the education
system provide more opportunities to strengthen these skills in students,
especially in male students. Enhancing analytical skills, fostering a
comprehensive perspective on issues, and increasing mental flexibility can
contribute to improving the learning process and strengthening independent
thinking in students.

Keywords: philosophy, mentality, philosophical mentality, students, second
year of high school
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